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seeks after (-? tPM') his o..n desire (niNfi)- fW'Vl 
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in the second clause is derived from the obsolete root 
)"7ty\ to stand firm, hence to be, to exist. It has three 
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general meanings, (1) strength or support, (2) purpose, 
(3) wisdom, wise counsel. The last is most appropriate 
here. The most difficult word to render is y}HlV- 
Davies and Fuerst connect it with y7p to swing, to hurl. 
The Kal is obsolete, but the Hithpael has the meaning, 
to fling oneself about, to quarrel (Davies), or, to roll or 
move oneself violently forward (Fuerst). Gesenius refer- 
ring to an Arabic root gives the meaning, to become angry, 
grow wa,m in strife. Zoecklcr, coram, in loc. (Lange's 
series), translates, rush on. The same word is found in 
Chs. xvii: 14 and xx: 3, being there also translated, meddle; 
but the meanings given above accord equally well with the 
sense in these passages. Thus Z. renders xvii: 14, " before 
the strife poureth forth, cease;" and xx: 3, "every fool 
breaketh forth;" Ges., xvii: 14, "before the strife groweth 
warm," and xx : 3, "every fool becometh angry." Fuerst 
xx: 3, "every fool moves forv;ard, i. e. allows himself to 
go on and so provokes strife." Ges. treats 3 in ~"*03 as 3 
of the thing or cause; Fuerst renders it against. \Ve 
have, then, according to D., F. and Z. this meaning : A 
man who has separated himself [from sympathy with men] 
seeks after [his own] desire ; against all wise counsel he 
rushes forward. According to Ges. the last clause would 
be, at all wise counsel he becomes angry. 

This is offered not as a translation, but as an explanation 
that may remove the ambiguity of the rendering in the 
King James version. F. J. G. 

THE CHARACTER OF DAVID. 

|From Geikie's Hours with the Bible.] 
The greatness of David was felt when he was gone. He 
had lived in harmony with both the priesthood and the 
prophets ; a sure sign that the spirit of his government 
had been thoroughly loyal to the higher aims of the 
theocracy. The nation had not been oppressed by him, 
but had been left in the free enjoyment of its ancient 
liberties. As far as his power went he had striven to act 
justly to all. His weak indulgence to his sons, and his one 
great sin besides, had been bitterly atoned, and were for- 
gotten at his death in the remembrance of his long-tried 
worth. He had reigned thirty-three years in Jerusalem, 
and seven and a half years at Hebron. Israel, at his 
accession, had reached the lowest point of national de- 
pression ; its new-born unity rudely dissolved ; its territory 
assailed by the Philistines. But he had left it an imperial 
power, with dominions like those of Egypt or Assyria. 
The sceptre of Solomon was already, before his father's 
death, peacefully owned from the Mediterranean to the 
Euphrates, and from the Orontes to the Red Sea. In the 
blaze of so much glory the few spots in his reign were lost, 
and as generations passed he became more and more the 
ideal of a great and good king. Nor was such reverent 
honor undeserved. Devout and lofty in his aspirations, 
even in his youth, he had shown his bent, while still with 
Saul, by seeking the society of the prophets,— and the 
child had been the father of the man. In his ripe man- 
hood, amidst great wars and the burden of a wide empire, 
he had borne himself as a true prophet, and he continued 
unchanged in this respect to the last. Not that he publicly 
came forward in this character, or that he even wished to 
claim it, far less to make it a source of power and influence; 
it was an irresistible impulse of his inner life. He might 
have reigned in honor and closed his life in peace without 
such a prophetic enthusiasm, but his presence raised him 
to a glory all its own. The Psalms in which he breathes 
out his inmost thoughts during the revolt of Absalom, are 



repiute with true religious fervour, glowing alike in its love 
and in its_ indignation. Conscious of his election as king 
by God, his words embody an intense bitterness towards 
enemies, who, in rising against him, are opposing the 
Divine will; but they also breathe a lowly resignation, and 
pass naturally to supplications for all the godly. The song 
of thanksgiving for the restoration of spiritual peace after 
his agony of remorse for his great sin shows the same 
devotional exaltation. But this frame is seen nowhere 
more vividly than in his last words, which announce his 
confidence that his house, as firmly established in God, 
will flourish after his death. No prince, especially no one 
whose kingdom had come to him without any hereditary 
claim on his part, could close his life with a brighter and 
more confident anticipation of the distant future. 

The life of David, in fact, illustrated that spiritual 
development which had been advancing in Israel for more 
than a century, since the early days of Samuel. The 
times had demanded a man who should be only in a subor- 
dinate degree a spiritual leader. The greatest need of the 
day was to complete the political work left imperfect since 
the days of Joshua; to secure in permanence a fatherland 
for the nation, and to unite all its hitherto isolated sections. 
Thus only could full independence and peace be attained 
for the future advancement of the true religion, entrusted 
to Israel on behalf of mankind. The youth of the nation 
must pass into manhood before it could accomplish the 
high task divinely assigned it. Only a warrior could bring 
about such a state of things, but it was imperative that he 
should, besides, be a man penetrated with the religious 
spirit. Such a hero appeared in David, who, rising from 
among the people was marked by trust in God as his chief 
strength, by deep sympathy with the prophets, in whom 
lay the hope of the future, and by the tenacity with which 
he honored all the great spiritual characteristics of his race 
The religious movement in the community as a whole, in 
fact, received anew impulse from his influence and example. 

The success of such a career was striking. Israel, for 
the first time, rose to be a nation, and gained permanent 
possession of its own country, after which it had striven 
in vain from the time of Moses. All the distinctive marks 
of an independent and united people henceforth displayed 
themselves among them. David was at once a warrior and 
a poet; a ruler, yet honoring the wishes of his subjects; 
a man of the people, and also, when necessary, a priest ; 
a powerful king, who still, without compromising his 
dignity, listened to the prophets of the day and acted in 
perfect agreement with them. All the peculiarities of his 
race were, in fact, reflected in him. It was, moreover, a 
great advantage that he was neither a prophet by profes- 
sion nor a born priest, but strictly a layman. Priests and 
prophets had made Israel the " people of God," but it was 
reserved for one from the general community, to set the 
nation on a firm basis and open to it an unlimited future. 
The manhood of the race was thus ennobled ; for every 
citizen, in his sphere, could be loyal to what one of them- 
selves had so successfully established. The surviving 
institution of the past could no longer be used to injure 
the State, though all that was good in them was perpetu- 
ated. Even the humblest Israelite might cherish* the 
loftiest aspirations. The rule of a priesthood, cramping 
the spiritual life of the nation, was impossible, and on the 
other hand the Prophet, in his office of tribune of the 
people and spokesman for God, had his claim recognized 
to advise the king in his guidance of affairs. The ideal of 
the theocracy had been realized when David and the 
Prophets thus worked harmoniously together. Such a 
king necessarily colored the whole future of his country. 
The promises given to him of permanent and world-wide 
dominion were cherished by subsequent generations as an 
unfailing trust, in the darkest days of the nation. A ruler 
descended from David, the promised Messiah or Anointed 
of God, would, infallibly, rise again and restore the king- 
dom of Israel. The only question was how Israel was to 
take the lead of the world. That it was destined to attain 
it was a firm belief in every heart. The Messianic hopes 
grew into definite form from David's lifetime. 



